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Figure 1. Syria’s Pre-War Sectarian Breakdown

Figure 3. Proposed Zones in Syria
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Figure 2. Control of Territory by Armed Actors, September 2015
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1 The organization’s name transliterates from Arabic as al-Dawlah al-Islamiyah fi al-’Iraq wa al-Sham
(abbreviated as Da’ish or DAESH). In the West, it is commonly

referred to as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Sham (both abbreviated as ISIS), or

simply the Islamic State (IS). Arguments abound as to which is the most accurate translation, but here we
refer to the group as ISIS.

2 “Syria’s Drained Population,” The Economist, September 30, 2015.

3 Philip Gordon, “It’s Time to Rethink Syria,” Politico, September 25, 2015.

4 Fabrice Balanche, Ethnic Cleansing Threatens Syria’s Unity, The Washington Institute for Near East
Policy, PolicyWatch 2528, December 3, 2015.

5 Office of the Press Secretary, “Press Conference by the President,” Washington, D.C.: The White House,
October 2,2015. As of December 10, 2015:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/10/02/press-conference-president
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